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STRUCTURE & METADATA

Archiving
Electronic archives have many obvious advantages over paper ones. PDF, which became an open file 
format in 2008, even has a specific standard for archiving: PDF/A. iText’s programmable PDF libraries 
allow you to automate your archiving process and preserve your archives for optimal retrieval (i.e. with 
search engines). This is because PDF/A files append structural data, keywords, tags, fonts and other 
details, making your archive files “self-contained” and correctly displayed on any future PDF reader. 

 Would you like to learn more?  Visit our website at www.itextpdf.com

Glossary

PDF/A
   A standard for the preservation of 
electronic documents, allowing your 
archives to be readable on any plat-
form or so�ware for years to come

ISO Standard
   ISO International Standards ensure 
that products and services are safe, 
reliable and of good quality. Learn 
more at www.iso.org

ISO Standard

Key advantages of using iText
for PDF archiving

• Futureproof storage
• Smaller footprint
• Guaranteed readability
• Guaranteed retrievability
• ISO-compliant

Business use

Consider your local hospital.  They need to keep records 
on all of their patients for many years.  This could be 
converted to PDF allowing a smaller footprint, searchable 
records, and future-proof archives that are all HIPA 
(Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) and 
Accessibility compliant. These automated processes can 
help to free up time, and reduce their carbon footprint. 


