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        iText Suite 8.0.2: Advancing PDF Functionality with PDF/A-4 Creation, Enhanced Digital Signing, and Customizable Annotation Flattening


  


  
    
                  This 8.0.2 release of iText Suite includes a ton of neat stuff, with Core support for PDF/A-4 creation, improved digital signing, and simple yet customizable annotation flattening. There's also updates to pdfHTML's advanced multicolumn support and flex containers, better font selection, and much more!
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                  iText DITO 2.3, the latest version of our collaborative PDF creation solution has just been released. Read on for details on what's new in this version.
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                  In May 2021, a group of researchers at the Ruhr University Bochum (RUB) published an IEEE symposium paper on problems with certification signatures in PDF. The authors’ findings are summarized on the PDF Insecurity website. Since iText’s products are often used as part of digital signing workflows (including to create certification signatures), we felt compelled to comment. In this blog post, we’ll take you through some background on these new attacks, and explain what you can do about them.
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                  Some tips and use cases for using PDF portfolios to package many different files in a single PDF
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                  With our 30-day free trial, you can test the iText programmable PDF library and discover how it fits your needs.
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                  Are you looking for an interesting job opportunity? 



Discover all current open job opportunities.
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      How do I make sure my software complies with AGPL: How can I use iText for free?

Thu - 05/18/2017



The AGPL license says, when you convey AGPL software (either verbatim copies or modified versions), that you need to include the program's source code. But what's a good way of doing that?
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                  How do I make sure my software complies with AGPL: How can I use iText for free?


iText is available under the open source AGPL license, as well as a commercial license. If you purchase a commercial license, you can keep your source code to yourself allowing you to retain your IP. If you use the AGPL version, you need to release your source code free of charge. But what does that really mean in practical terms? One of our developers created a short post to explain where and how to publish your source code to comply with AGPL.


Where and how to publish Free Software - by Amedee Van Gasse


The AGPL license says when you convey AGPL software (either verbatim copies or modified versions), that you need to include the program's source code. But what's a good way of doing that?


You can read the full text of the AGPL here, but to summarize it in plain English:


	
	You are allowed to give away exact copies of the source code, as long as you keep the license text intact. You are also allowed to charge a price for each copy.

	
	
	You are allowed to give away modified copies of the source code, as long as you state that you changed it, and when you changed it.

	
	
	If your software comes as a boxed product, and there's a CD or a DVD in the box with the source code on it, then you're OK.

	
	
	If your software comes as a boxed product, you can include a note in the box with instructions to order a CD/DVD with the source (only shipping costs), or a website where people can download the source code. Do either of these and you're also OK.

	
	
	If your software can be downloaded (free or for a charge), then the source code must also be available for download, at no extra cost. The source code doesn't have to be included in your software installer, it can be a separate download. It doesn't even have to be on the same website, as long as there is a clear link to the source code.

	

That's not all. Most people assume that just the source code used to generate the software is enough, but actually that also includes any scripts you use to control the building of your software. General purpose tools don't need to be included. For example, if you use Maven, your pom.xml needs to be there, but the Java SDK or the Maven software doesn't.


Your install script can even be a text file that simply says, "copy file A to directory B, then run command C to compile and then command D to install". But as a software craftsperson, you already use the principles of continuous delivery, right? So you automate everything as much as possible. Ideally your end user should be able to run one single command to get from source code to fully functional software. But still add a short text file, and consider using the very simple MarkDown format (.md).


What about dependencies? You might require an exact version of a certain SDK. It may be useful to provide your users with a controlled environment to build your software. That's where virtualization technology like Vagrant or Docker can help you. If you include a Vagrant or a Docker configuration with your source code, then you can be absolutely sure that your user has exactly the same versions of all development tools as you have. Take a look at the iText 7 Core repository on GitHub: you'll see a Vagrant file.


If you have made changes, you need to date those changes. If you are already following software development best practices, then you are already using a revision control system like Git, Mercurial or Subversion - Git being the most used. Every time you commit a change, it's recorded with your name and the date. So if you publish your Git repository then that's been taken care of. There are many hosted Git services, the most popular currently are GitHub and Bitbucket. You can even use GitHub as a download hub for your compiled software when you use release tags!


To summarize:


	
	Use Git to track your changes.

	
	
	Commit your build and install scripts to your repository.

	
	
	Consider using a virtualization technology like Vagrant or Docker, and commit its configs to your repository.

	
	
	Add a short README.md file to explain how to build, install and use your software.

	
	
	Put your repository on GitHub.

	
	
	Add a tag every time you release a new version, and add the compiled software to the release tag on GitHub.

	

Of course, these are just one set of best practices. This is just what works for us at iText Software. You could even roll it all up in a zip file and host that on your own website. As long as your end users have easy access to your source code, you're good.


This blog post was inspired by Bradley M. Kuhn's talk "A Beautiful Build: Releasing Linux Source Correctly" at FOSDEM 2016 (video).


Also check out the amazing Devoxx talk "The Impact of Leveraging Open Source" by Jeff Strauss here.
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    iText 7 Suite 7.2.3 is released
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                  This latest release features Android support in Core and HEIC encoding support for pdfRender. Plus, improvements to SVG and PDF/A support and much more!
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                  6 short and to the point PDF facts for decision-makers looking for help with digital document workflows.
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    iText founder talks open source, PDF and IP at OpenSourceForU
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                  In a long interview with OpenSourceForU, India's prime press portal on all matters open source, the magazine sat down with iText founder and strategist Bruno Lowagie.
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                  As always, if you have any technical questions, you can contact support with your valid support subscription or head over to one of our community support pages on Stack Overflow to see if your question has already been answered for our open source AGPL users. 
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                  Still have questions? 


We're happy to answer your questions. Reach out to us and we'll get back to you shortly.
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